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Brebeuf College School – CSAC
Minutes of the Meeting – Tuesday, April 26, 2011
Attendance:











Louise Whitfield, Anthony Azzopardi, Dennis Wintjes, Darlene Canton, Vivienne Coelho, Sonia Bell, Marie Houghton, Linda Snook, Bonaventure Karuta, Michael Da Costa, Greg Parnham, Eric Guy, Isma Cumberbatch, Leo Fusciardi, Maria Pasternak, Ana Rodrigues, Sara Camilleri.
Students: 

Spencer Houghton.
Regrets:
Luann Cyril-Pilon, Brother Henry Spencer.
Meeting convened at 7:14 p.m.
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 

	Opening Prayer
	By Eric Guy. 

	

	Welcome and Introductions
	Louise Whitfield introduced herself as the Chair and started a round table introduction of everyone present. 

	

	Regrets/Quorum 
	Louise advised that she had received regrets from Luann Cyril-Pilon and Brother Henry Spencer for tonight’s meeting. Quorum was established. 

	

	Approval of Agenda 
	Louise asked if anyone would like to add anything to the Agenda. There were no changes or additions. The Agenda was approved by Dennis Wintjes and seconded by Marie Houghton.
.
	

	Approval of February 22, 2011 minutes
	The Minutes for February 22, 2011 were reviewed. The Minutes were approved by Isma Cumberbatch and seconded by Bonaventure Karuta.
	Louise will post minutes on the website.

	Treasurer’s Report
	The Summary of Source and Use of Funds Report for the period February 22, 2011 to April 26, 2011, was reviewed by Vivienne Coelho. We have a closing balance of $836.70 in the bank. The Metro Gift Card has a remaining balance of $20.98. The Chapters Gift Cards have a balance of $300.00. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Louise Whitfield and seconded by Greg Parnham.

	

	Angel Foundation Presentation
	Sara Camilleri did a presentation on the TCDSB Angel Foundation. This foundation serves over 90,000 students in the TCDSB, and their mandate is to ensure that students are given what they need in order to succeed. Last year, they provided financial support for over 40,000 students. The Student Nutrition Program is currently running in 105 TCDSB schools and 26 of 33 high schools participate in the program. Last year, through the Student Nutrition Program, 30,000 students benefited from a healthy, nutritious meal. The positive results from this program have shown an improvement in attendance and punctuality as well as academic achievement. The Angel Foundation also offers school excursion assistance for students, social work, emergency funds, clothing, food and epi-pens. They also offer bursaries and awards to students, a Fund for the Arts, Vision Fund, Family Emergency Fund and Summer Camp Fund. They have several fundraising events in which anyone can participate. The first Friday in November is their Dinner Gala and the Fun Walk will be held on May 1st  this year. You can support the Angel Foundation by personal donation, your school can host a fundraising event or your school can earmark funds from an event you already host. You can also help out by identifying an area of need to the Foundation, volunteering to assist at the Foundation or by introducing the Foundation to a sponsor that you know.


	

	Salesian Leadership Retreat Report 
	Mr. Eric Guy spoke about the Salesian Leadership Retreat (SLR). The emphasis of the Salesian Retreat is service and leadership. There were 5 Brebeuf students who participated in the February 25-27th Retreat. Students who demonstrate leadership skills are invited to participate. One of the many programs which have resulted from the Salesian Retreat is the Brebeuf Youth Ministry which is made up of about 150 students. The Youth Ministry will be offering future support for the Breakfast Program at Brebeuf. Last year, CSAC donated $1358 to assist students and to provide funding for teachers attending the Retreat, and Mr. Guy thanked us for our support. The actual cost for the SLR was approximately $1800 so there was a shortfall of $450. It is a 3 day, 2 night Grade 11 Retreat. The benefits of the program are that students then use the leadership skills to give back to their school community in Grade 12. The program bridges faith with practical opportunities and approximately 8-9 schools in the TCDSB participate in this co-ed retreat. 

	

	TAPCE Report
	Darlene Canton made a request for funding from the Parental Involvement Funds (PIF) for two parents to attend the OAPCE Conference in Burlington on May 13-14. The cost would be $65 each for a total of $130. Dennis Wintjes suggested that the parents attending the Conference could write a short article about the seminars that they attended so that other parents could benefit as well.

	

	Student Council Report
	Spencer Houghton advised that the second Brebeuf Dance on April 8th was very successful. 

The student council will be purchasing a microwave for the cafeteria next week and will monitor its use.

The student council is continuing to work on spirit wear for the school. They hope to provide a sweatshirt and track pants and possibly a hat. Mr. Da Costa suggested a “school store” that the student council could set up on a cart which could be wheeled out during lunches or after school.

	

	Staff Report
	Mr. Da Costa advised that the Ghana trip was very successful. There were 11 Brebeuf students who participated. He would like to have several students do a presentation at the next CSAC meeting. He thanked CSAC for the scholarship that they funded for a Ghana student to attend high school. There are pictures of the trip on display boards in the library. 

Theatre Brebeuf will be presenting the School Musical “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat” from May 12-15. The admission funds will be used to pay for costumes, props, etc.


	

	Principal’s Report
	Mr. Azzopardi presented information on the Brebeuf school accounts. He received $181,000 from the TCDSB for the school’s block budget for the 2010-2011 school year. Amounts from this budget were distributed to departments for programs and include textbooks, supplies, paper, toner cartridges, technology and furniture.

The school collected $90,000 in activity fees which were used for athletics (sports equipment, meet costs, bus and taxi transportation), agenda books, chaplaincy retreats, yearbooks, TTC photos, publications, awards, trophies, clubs, activities, academic competitions, student support and combination locks.

The Outside Agencies account (cafeteria profits) raised $20,000 which was used for hospitality, school promotional items, gifts, discretionary expenses, and activity fee deficits. 

Darlene Canton requested financial reports regarding the Halpern’s profits as well as the student council funds for the next CSAC meeting.

Mr. Da Costa asked if the vending machines could supply healthy snacks. Mr. Azzopardi advised that Pina Foods provides the items for the vending machines.

Mr. Azzopardi was asked about the suggestion made by Mr. Da Costa to send a letter to parents requesting a $25 fundraising donation to purchase technology for the school. He has decided not to ask parents for donations due to the recent media coverage regarding fees being collected by schools. He has started a Technology Fund that will include some funds generated from the increase in the activity fee. 

The Technology Wish list for the school is:

- Two high powered Data Projectors for Masses and Assemblies

- wireless on the 3rd floor for Math and Science
- Wireless cards for computers

- Department Laptops

- Department Data Projectors

- Department Document Cameras

- Department A.V. Trolleys

- Installed Smart Boards with Data Projectors

- Netbook carts for third floor and library

- 30 refurbished computers for new classroom – English Department

- Computer Furniture for Keyboarding (Music) Room – English Department

- 30 refurbished computers for Keyboarding (Music) Room

- 30 refurbished computers for Social Science

- Data Projector/Screen/Laptop for Theatre

Brebeuf will be receiving a netbook cart and 15 laptops from the TCDSB. The school will have to purchase the other 15 laptops for the cart.
Our numbers are up from last year as the current Grade 9 enrolment for next year is 270. This leaves 20-30 spots available for returning Grade 12 students.
The Graduation Committee is currently looking for a new venue as the Premier Ballroom which they used last year has been sold. The ceremony will be held on the last day of school, June 30, 2011, and they are hoping to hold it at Le Parc. The Grad Mass and Breakfast will likely be held at the school.

April 15th is a PD Day of Reflection for staff. The day will focus on strategies that strengthen our topic of how to maintain a strong Catholic community and some reflection on the barriers that prevent communicating our care and concern for our students. Mr. Azzopardi would like to give parents a chance to share their perspective at our next CSAC meeting.


	Discussion at May CSAC meeting of how the Brebeuf community communicates care and concern for students.


	Chair’s Report
	Louise advised that our third Used Uniform Sale will be held on Saturday, June 11th. Volunteers are needed to help collect the uniforms from students in the Atrium during the mornings from Monday, June 6th to Friday, June 10th. We also need volunteers to help set up the sale on Friday evening and during the sale on Saturday. Marie Houghton and Isma Cumberbatch offered to assist. 
Our CSAC can receive $500 in Parental Involvement Funds (PIF) from the Ministry of Education. There was a discussion on how the funds should be spent. Louise asked whether parents would like to have another fridge magnet with the CSAC meeting dates and important school phone numbers set out on it. It was decided to purchase enough magnets for the Grade 9 students’ mailout in August and some extras to be given to parents at the AGM in September. Darlene will obtain a quote for 400 magnets.
The request from Darlene Canton to fund two parents to attend the OAPCE Conference at a cost of $130 was approved.

The balance of the PIF (approximately $200) will be spent on Metro Gift Cards to be used for meeting expenses.

There was a vote and these expenditures were approved.

Darlene Canton reported on the Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy meeting which was held on April 18th at St. Mary’s Catholic High School. There was a panel of four speakers, Kurt Mark, Dr. Ashleigh Molloy, Chris D’Sousa and Moira McQueen who each spoke on the topic from their perspective. Parents were invited to write down their questions, and some were addressed by the panel. Because of limited time, many of the questions went unanswered. Patrick Keyes, the Equity and Inclusive Education Superintendent, ensured everyone that there will be a report prepared and posted on the TCDSB website which will address the major questions and concerns expressed by those who attended the consultation.  
 
	Darlene to obtain quote for 400 magnets.

Louise to send email asking for two parents to attend the OAPCE Conference.

	Action Items


	Louise reminded Mr. Azzopardi about the financial reports on Uniform commissions and Student Council funds which are due for the May meeting.

	Mr. Azzopardi to report on school accounts at May CSAC meeting.

	Other Business
	Mr. Azzopardi will arrange a tour of the recently renovated MEDD (Multiple Exceptionalities and Delayed Development) Suite and Resource Area for the next CSAC meeting. 

Brebeuf and Michael Power will be hosting a mini Olympics for special needs students on May 17th at Downsview Park. Tickets are available at a cost of 2 for $5 and 24 schools will be participating.


	Mr. Azzopardi to arrange tour of MEDD area for May CSAC meeting.


	Adjournment  
	Meeting adjourned at 9:40 p.m.  Next meeting is on May 31st, 2011. Minutes recorded by Darlene Canton.
	


	
	ACTION ITEM
	RESPONSIBLE
	STATUS

	1.
	Add February minutes to website
	Louise Whitfield 
	Completed

	2. 
	School Staff who volunteer – thank you letter from CSAC
	Marie Houghton/Mr. DaCosta
Mr. Azzopardi/Louise Whitfield
	Ongoing

	3.
	Report on school accounts (Uniform commissions)
	Mr. Azzopardi
	May CSAC meeting

	4.
	Report on student council account
	Student Council
	May CSAC meeting

	5.
	Prepare a cheque for $600 for March for Life Rally
	Treasurer 
	Completed

	6.
	Prepare a “wish list” for CSAC spending
	Mr. Azzopardi
	Pending

	7. 
	Send suggestions to Louise on how to spend balance of PIF
	All CSAC members
	Completed

	8. 
	Discussion of how the Brebeuf community communicates care and concern for students
	All CSAC members
	May CSAC meeting

	9.
	Quote for 400 magnets
	Darlene Canton
	Completed

	10.
	Send email asking for two parents to attend OAPCE Conference on May 13-14
	Louise Whitfield
	Completed

	11.
	Arrange tour of MEDD area for next CSAC meeting
	Mr. Azzopardi
	May CSAC meeting








