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Brebeuf College School – CSAC
Minutes of the Meeting – Tuesday, April 27, 2010
Attendance:











Louise Whitfield, Anthony Azzopardi, Brother Henry Spencer, Greg Parnham, Darlene Canton, Raymond Taylor, Vivienne Coelho, Luann Cyril-Pilon, Marie Houghton, Isma Cumberbatch, Maria Pasternak.
Students: None
Regrets:
Bonaventure Karuta, Leo Fusciardi, Rita Della Mora, Gina Morrison, Jane Guolo, Cecilia Aponte de Hanna, Bridget Barron, Linda Snook.
Meeting convened at 7:11 p.m.
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 

	Opening Prayer
	By Brother Henry Spencer.
	

	Welcome and Introductions
	Louise Whitfield introduced herself as the Chair.  


	

	Regrets/Quorum 
	Louise advised that she had received regrets from Bonaventure Karuta, Leo Fusciardi, Rita Della Mora, Gina Morrison, Jane Guolo, Cecilia Aponte de Hanna, Bridget Barron and Linda Snook for tonight’s meeting. Quorum was established. 

	

	Approval of Agenda 
	Louise asked if anyone would like to add or change anything on the Agenda. There were no additions or changes. The Agenda was approved by Greg Parnham and seconded by Marie Houghton.

	

	Approval of February 23, 2010 minutes
	The Minutes for February 23, 2010 were reviewed. The Minutes were approved by Vivienne Coelho and seconded by Ray Taylor.
	Louise will have minutes posted on the website.

	Treasurer’s Report
	The Summary of Source and Use of Funds Report for the period October 1, 2009 to April 27, 2010 was reviewed by Ray Taylor. The only expenditure this month was $16.06 on food for tonight’s meeting. CSAC has a total bank balance of $2,858.98. CSAC also has $50.00 in Dominion Gift Cards and $300.00 in Chapters Gift Cards. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Louise Whitfield and seconded by Darlene Canton.


	

	TAPCE Report


	Darlene Canton advised that there were four guest speakers from the TCDSB at the April 26th TAPCE meeting. They spoke about Bill 157 (Safe Schools) and about the Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishop’s document “Pastoral Guidelines to Assist Students of Same-Sex Orientation”.
Darlene encouraged everyone to participate in the annual Angel Foundation Fun Walk which will take place this Sunday, May 2, 2010. All funds raised at this event are used to support needy students in the TCDSB.

All parents are invited to attend the OAPCE Conference in Niagara Falls on 
May 14 and 15.


	

	Student Council Report
	No students were present. Mr. Azzopardi advised that they are currently working on developing procedures for the Student Council.

	

	Chair’s Report


	Louise advised that each school receives $500 in parental involvement funds (PIF) from the Ministry of Education and she asked for suggestions as to how the money should be spent this year. Ray Taylor suggested a light dinner followed by a seminar for parents by Mike McKernan from Family Enrichment Canada. We will bring this forward for further discussion at the next CSAC meeting as it will have to be booked for sometime during the next school year and we can use next year’s PIF to pay for it. Mr. Azzopardi suggested funding the BBQ for Grade 8 parents’ day. A number of parents liked the idea of continuing to provide a fridge magnet for each Brebeuf family as it is very handy to refer to for CSAC meeting dates and important school phone numbers.  A vote was taken and it was unanimously agreed to purchase 1100 magnets and use any remaining balance to purchase grocery gift cards.

Louise advised that the Brebeuf Used Uniform Sale will be held on Saturday, June 12th from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. She has prepared a schedule of parents who have volunteered to assist on the day of the sale and with the collection of uniforms during the week leading up to the sale. Mr. Azzopardi suggested that we put an article in The B newspaper about the Uniform Sale.


	Darlene will order 1100 fridge magnets.

Louise to send Uniform Sale flyer to Mr. Azzopardi for insertion in The B newspaper.


	Principal’s Report
	Mr. Azzopardi advised that the school raffle raised $7500 but that $5000 was spent on prizes, which left a profit of approximately $2500. He is in the process of getting feedback from the staff to identify goals for next year’s raffle and to increase the awareness of students about why the school needs extra money. Mr. Azzopardi has asked the Alumni and student council for financial assistance to help offset some of the costs of the raffle. Pina Foods is contributing a free breakfast for the class that sold the most tickets. Mr. Azzopardi believes the raffle does help build school spirit. Among other benefits, this will increase ticket sales for future raffles. One of the suggestions for spending this year’s profits is to purchase refurbished computers for the cross curricular lab which will be more up-to-date than the current ones in the lab. Mr. Azzopardi would like to get some input from parents and staff regarding how to spend the profits. Parent suggestions regarding the success of the raffle were that the timing could be changed (perhaps to October rather than March) and the purchase period for the tickets could be increased.
The TCDSB may provide some funds to repair the school’s back field.
Mr. Azzopardi proposed that the Parent Handbook be posted on the school’s website rather than mailed to each home in order to save the printing cost, in addition to the mailing cost, of approximately $2 each. Most parents agreed with the proposal, but felt that they would like to have the school calendar sent to them. Mr. Azzopardi confirmed that the calendar will go out with the August mailout. The traffic protocol will also be included in the August mailout.
Mr. Azzopardi distributed a handout on the School’s Budget which set out a draft of the school’s financial report. The block budget amount received by the school this year was $180,000 which is being used to fund major expenses to departments as well as classroom supplies. Mr. Azzopardi advised that the amount allotted to each department was not included in the report this time, but that the details as to the distribution of funds to each department could be included the next time he presents Brebeuf’s budget. The amount of $84,581 in activity fees was collected which was used to fund athletics, agenda books, chaplaincy, retreats, yearbooks, TTC photos, publications, awards, clubs and activities, academic competitions and locks for lockers. The school currently has $9,117 from the Outside Agencies Account which mostly consists of the 70% portion of profits from the cafeteria. These funds are used to pay for expenses related to hospitality, school promotional items and gifts. The other 30% of profits are retained by the TCDSB to fund cafeteria repairs.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that a daytime Grade 12 e-learning course was offered this year in period 1 or 4 and about five students decided to take these courses. Students who take an e-learning course must be self-motivated. The TCDSB is expanding the number of e-learning courses being offered.
Mr. Azzopardi advised that Brebeuf has been given the opportunity to have all of the 2010/2011 Grade 9 students using web-based technology as a learning tool. Brebeuf is currently part of a pilot project in English using the Ministry of Education’s Desire to Learn learning platform. It uses a model of teaching that blends regular classroom experiences with online e-learning opportunities in the classroom.

The school enrolment for next year is currently at 1040. We are down by about 30 students, but this may change over the summer. We are currently staffed with one less teacher for next year as Mr. Butash is retiring at the end of the school year, and a new teacher is not being hired for the Music Department. Our ESL student numbers have increased by 30-40 new Grade 9 students coming to Brebeuf next year.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that the school board is considering giving Brebeuf the designation of a “sports school”. Some of the staff and parents feel that they would like to have the school designation be more “academic” or “technology” oriented.

Mr. Azzopardi made a request to CSAC to fund the Brother Lawrence Maher Award.  He will bring a dollar amount and details about this award to the next CSAC meeting.

Louise will send a reminder to Mr. DaCosta to report at the next CSAC meeting on the decision about the distribution of graduation awards.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that the Alumni have a separate bank account which has been used in the past to honour requests from the school to fund projects such as the purchase of athletic equipment and the weight room.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that Guidance, Special Education and the Administration will be meeting tomorrow to review achievement and attendance of our students who are at-risk and to make recommendations.

Mr. Azzopardi reported on events that are taking place at Brebeuf during May:

- Feast of Brother Edmund Rice centenary Mass for the school on Wednesday, May 5th 

- Feast of Brother Edmund Rice centenary Mass for the public and friends at 
7 pm on Wednesday, May 5th 

- Feast of Brother Edmund Rice centenary celebrations in August, 2010

- Kairos 2 Jesuit Retreat on May 12th to 14th at Manresa

- Spring Concert May 13th 

- Dinner Theatre Play “The Awesome 80’s Prom” on May 6th, 7th, 8th and 9th 
- May 9th is Mother’s Day

- May 25th next CSAC meeting


	Mr. Azzopardi to bring dollar amount and details of the Brother Lawrence Maher Award to the next CSAC meeting.

	Action Items


	Report on how parent agenda will be delivered to parents – completed
Finalize Used Uniform Sale flyer – completed
Update on distribution of graduation awards - pending 

	

	Other Business
	Darlene Canton advised that she recently attended Trustee Maria Rizzo’s Ward Council meeting. She was given a handout regarding Brebeuf College School which noted that the following projects have been approved for funds:

Electrical Power submetering (summer 2011) $13,440 – not started yet.
Renovation – Special Education room, kitchen, washer/dryer, quiet room, storage and adjacent classroom (summer 2010) $468,000 – design and specs 50% completed.
Darlene also advised that the Brebeuf/St. Agnes site is no longer being considered as one of the options for the St. Joseph’s Morrow Park relocation.

Marie Houghton advised that she recently attended a Brebeuf track meet at York University and was amazed at the volunteer involvement by the school staff. She suggested that CSAC somehow acknowledge it in a meaningful and appropriate way and she volunteered to be a part of this project.

Louise advised that she needs several volunteers to be a part of the Audit Committee and Nomination Committee for the September AGM. Darlene Canton offered to be a part of the Audit Committee.

	School staff who volunteer - thank you from CSAC

Volunteers are required for the Audit Committee and Nomination Committee

	Adjournment  
	Meeting adjourned at 9:00 p.m.  Next meeting is on May 25, 2010. Minutes recorded by Darlene Canton.
	


	
	ACTION ITEM
	RESPONSIBLE
	STATUS

	1.
	Have April minutes posted on website
	Louise Whitfield
	Completed

	2.
	Update on distribution of graduation awards
	Mr. Da Costa
	Pending

	3. 
	Include Used Uniform Sale flyer in The B Newspaper
	Louise Whitfield/Mr. Azzopardi
	Pending

	4.
	Order 1100 fridge magnets with PIF
	Darlene Canton
	Pending

	5.
	Bring dollar amount and details of Brother Lawrence Maher Award to next CSAC meeting
	Mr. Azzopardi
	Pending

	6.
	School Staff  who volunteer - thank you from CSAC
	Marie Houghton
	Pending

	7.
	Audit Committee and Nomination Committee volunteers
	Louise Whitfield
	Pending








