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Brebeuf College School – CSAC
Minutes of the Meeting – Tuesday, February 23, 2010
Attendance:











Louise Whitfield, Anthony Azzopardi, Michael Da Costa, Greg Parnham, Darlene Canton, Raymond Taylor, Vivienne Coelho, Gina Morrison, Jane Guolo, Luann Cyril-Pilon, Marie Houghton, Catherine Dunlop
Students: 

Jody Pint
Regrets:
Brother Henry Spencer, Bonaventure Karuta, Linda Snook, Cecilia Aponte de Hanna, Luisa Lampitoc, Leo Fusciardi
Meeting convened at 7:15 p.m.
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 

	Opening Prayer
	By Michael Da Costa.
	

	Welcome and Introductions
	Louise Whitfield introduced herself as the Chair and started a round table introduction of everyone present.  


	

	Regrets/Quorum 
	Louise advised that she had received regrets from Brother Henry Spencer, Bonaventure Karuta, Linda Snook, Cecilia Aponte de Hanna, Luisa Lampitoc and Leo Fusciardi for tonight’s meeting. Quorum was established. 

	

	Approval of Agenda 
	Louise asked if anyone would like to add or change anything on the Agenda. At Jody Pint’s request, Louise moved the Student Council Report before the Chair’s Report. There were no other additions or changes. The Agenda was approved by Luann Cyril-Pilon and seconded by Ray Taylor.

	

	Approval of January 19, 2010 minutes


	The Minutes for January 19, 2010 were reviewed. The Minutes were approved by Jane Guolo and seconded by Gina Morrison.
	Louise will have minutes posted on the website.

	Treasurer’s Report
	The Summary of Source and Use of Funds Report for the period October 1, 2009 to February 23, 2010 was reviewed by Ray Taylor. A cheque for $600 was written to Brebeuf College to cover CSAC’s donation to support the March for Life trip. A cheque for $558.51 was written to pay for the six sets of Religion Department resource books. A $100 Chapters Gift Card was donated to the school raffle. CSAC has a total bank balance of $2,858.98. CSAC also has $66.06 in Dominion Gift Cards and $300.00 in Chapters Gift Cards.

The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Darlene Canton and seconded by Louise Whitfield.


	

	TAPCE Report


	Darlene Canton advised that the TAPCE meeting scheduled for February 22nd had been cancelled due to the weather. 

	

	Student Council Report
	Jody Pint advised that the semi-formal will be held on Friday, February 26th. There was a casual day on Thursday, January 21st and the funds were used for Haitian relief. The next casual day is this Thursday, February 25th. There was a Movie Night in February.

Mr. Da Costa and the Student Council members will be meeting soon to finalize the details of the cardigan order.

Mr. Da Costa advised that the Graduation Committee has not yet been formed but that it should be within the next month or so. At that time, decisions will be made with respect to the award presentations.

Winter Activity Day is this Friday, February 26th and Mr. Da Costa encouraged all parents to ensure that their sons sign up for an activity.
	

	Chair’s Report


	Louise informed everyone that she had confirmed that the Religion Department did not own any Introduction to Catholicism resources. She advised that she had followed up on the motion made at the last CSAC meeting and purchased 6 textbooks accompanied by a Student Workbook and a Teacher Workbook for each of the Grade 9 Religion teachers. 
Louise advised that the Brebeuf Used Uniform Sale will be held on Saturday, June 12th from 10:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Parents are needed to assist with collecting items one week before the sale and to help on the day of the sale as well. There was a discussion regarding the distribution of profits. A vote was held and a majority of parents were in favour of adding information to the handout stipulating a two day pick-up period for parents to come in to obtain their profits, otherwise the parent’s share of profits will be donated back to CSAC if not picked up within that time frame. We will also add a box onto the tags which can be checked off if people choose to donate their profits directly to CSAC. The following parents volunteered to assist with the sale: Ray Taylor, Louise Whitfield, Darlene Canton, Luann Cyril-Pilon, Vivienne Coelho and Jane Guolo. 

	Louise to finalize Uniform Sale flyer.


	Principal’s Report
	Mr. Azzopardi advised that he had received a thank you letter from the Spiritans regarding Brebeuf’s donation of $1700 towards a Haitian school.

In order to streamline the process of making course changes at the beginning of the school year, Mr. Azzopardi advised that he will be working with the Guidance Department to ensure that students can make appointments to see counselors during the week before school starts. 
The traffic protocol policy is slated to be included in the school agenda for 2010-2011 which will go out with the August mailing. Louise asked if the Uniform Sale flyer could be included in the April mailing. Mr. Azzopardi confirmed that the flyer will go out with the April report cards. 

Mr. Azzopardi advised that the school raffle plans have hit a snag with respect to the complex requirements involved in attaining a lottery license. Once the lottery license has been granted, the total value of tickets which Brebeuf students can sell will be $25,000. If the grand prize trip is eliminated, only about $10,000 worth of tickets can be sold. A travel gift certificate may have to be purchased from Sell Off Vacations for the grand prize. There may have to be an Early Bird prize for the Raptors tickets since the game is on March 19th. Each student will get $10 worth of tickets to sell at $2 each. Once the lottery license has been approved, it will be good to use for future years. 
Mr. Azzopardi advised that the administration continues to work on some revisions to the attendance policy. It is a multi-faceted project which involves identifying students who are frequently absent so that the school can be proactive. Louise asked about late notes and Mr. Azzopardi advised that notes from home help to make the attendance office aware that the parents know that the student arrived late. The school will be focusing on absenteeism rather than students who are late, and will be reintroducing detentions and consequences for skipping. They have also recently doubled the number of messages which can be left on the school’s attendance line since many times the mailbox was full and parents were unable to leave a message.

Mr. Azzopardi did a video presentation on the strategic renewal initiative, governance and how to run our business and school programs. There are three distinct core dimensions:
1. improving student achievement

2. improving governance and community engagement

3. promoting excellence in business services from the Deloitte Review

Mr. Azzopardi advised that all Grade 9 students will be receiving a bible during their retreat.

Mr. Azzopardi passed around a handout Keeping Our Kids Safe at School and showed a video presentation on Bill 157 which was introduced into law on February 1st. It explained progressive discipline and how response levels are being increased in Ontario schools in order to foster a safe school environment. 
Louise provided a news article from LifeSiteNews.com which was available for parents who attended the meeting. It was a news story regarding the Ministry of Education’s new Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy and its potential impact on Catholic teaching on homosexuality. Mr. Azzopardi handed out a letter written in 2004 by Rev. Durocher, then Chair of the Ontario Conference of Catholic Bishops (OCCB), who expressed approval of a document which had been developed by the Education Commission of the OCCB regarding the pastoral care of students with a same-sex orientation.

Mr. Azzopardi reported on events that are taking place at Brebeuf during February and March:

- Ash Wednesday Mass was on February 17th.

- Report cards went home on Wednesday, February 17th.

- Grade 10 course information night was on Thursday, February 18th.

- Bandfest was held on Friday, February 19th.

- Reconciliation was held today at the school.

- Course selection sheets are due on Thursday, February 25th.

- Winter Activity Day is Friday, February 26th.
- Grade 8 registration is on Tuesday, March 9th.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that the enrolment for next year is up to the maximum of Grade 8’s that the school can accommodate.

	

	Action Items


	Report on how parent agenda will be delivered to parents – to be considered in April

Feedback on raffle suggestions – completed
Introduction to Catholicism textbooks – six sets were purchased

Draft Traffic Protocol – to be finalized
Prepare $600 cheque for March for Life rally –completed 
Donate $100 Chapters gift card to school  raffle – completed 

	

	Other Business
	Ray Taylor asked about the guidelines for the purchase of Brebeuf library reading materials. He was concerned about whether some of the graphic novels were appropriate for a Catholic school and wanted some clarification as to the guidelines which are used to select library materials. Mr. Azzopardi advised that the librarian usually goes by the ratings from the book distributors but that the concerns will be taken seriously and he will reflect on the guiding principles to make sure we have the best items for our students in the library.

	

	Adjournment  
	Meeting adjourned at 8:38 p.m.  Next meeting is on April 27, 2010. Minutes recorded by Darlene Canton.
	


	
	ACTION ITEM
	RESPONSIBLE
	STATUS

	1.
	Have January minutes posted on website
	Louise Whitfield
	Completed

	2. 
	Report on how parent agenda will be delivered to parents
	Mr. Azzopardi
	To be considered in April

	3.
	Finalize Used Uniform Sale flyer 
	Louise Whitfield
	Completed

	4.
	Update on graduation awards
	Mr. Da Costa
	Pending








