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Brebeuf College School – CSAC
Minutes of the Meeting – Tuesday, May 31, 2011
Attendance:











Louise Whitfield, Anthony Azzopardi, Brother Henry Spencer, Dennis Wintjes, Darlene Canton, Vivienne Coelho, Marie Houghton, Luann Cyril-Pilon, Bonaventure Karuta, Greg Parnham, Isma Cumberbatch, .
Students: 

Michael Sabatini, Thomas Kahnert.
Regrets:
Michael DaCosta.
Meeting convened at 7:12 p.m.
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 

	Opening Prayer
	By Brother Henry Spencer. 

	

	Welcome and Introductions
	Louise Whitfield introduced herself as the Chair and started a round table introduction of everyone present. 

	

	Regrets/Quorum 
	Louise advised that she had received regrets from Michael DaCosta for tonight’s meeting. Quorum was established. 

	

	Approval of Agenda 
	Louise asked if anyone would like to make any changes to the Agenda. Louise advised that as Mr. DaCosta is not present this evening, item 6 “Ghana Presentation” and item 10 “Staff Report” will be deferred to sometime in the next school year. There were no further changes or additions. The Agenda was approved by Dennis Wintjes and seconded by Marie Houghton.
.
	

	Approval of April 26, 2011 minutes
	The Minutes for April 26, 2011 were reviewed. The Minutes were approved by Vivienne Coelho and seconded by Bonaventure Karuta.
	Louise will post minutes on the website.

	Treasurer’s Report
	The Summary of Source and Use of Funds Report for the period April 26, 2011 to May 31, 2011, was reviewed by Vivienne Coelho. We have a closing balance of $860.60 in the bank. The Metro Gift Card has no remaining balance. The Chapters Gift Cards have a balance of $300.00. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Marie Houghton and seconded by Dennis Wintjes.
Vivienne stated that there was an error on the previous Summary of Source and Use of Funds for the period February 22, 2011 to April 26, 2011. The closing balance should have been $860.60 instead of $836.70.


	

	TAPCE Report
	Darlene Canton reported that she attended the OAPCE Conference in Burlington on May 13th and 14th. The two workshops that she attended were “Principals of Diversity, Equity and Inclusive Education” and “All A Twitter: Our Advice to Members about the Use and Misuse of Social Media”. The keynote panel speakers were Minister Leona Dombrowsky, OAPCE President Aimee Gerdevich and Bishop Fred Colli who spoke on the topic of “Celebrating Parent Partnerships in Catholic Education”.


	

	Student Council Report
	Michael Sabatini and Thomas Kahnert distributed and discussed a budget report from the Student Council for this school year. In order to work towards increased transparency and accountability, the students were asked for a more in depth report for next year which would include exact amounts for each item of income and expense.
The addition of a cardigan to the school uniform will hopefully be ready for September and will cost approximately $30-$35.


	

	Principal’s Report
	Mr. Azzopardi advised that students attended the March for Life rally in Ottawa during the month of May.

Kairos 4 was held recently and thirty-eight Grade 11 and 12 students attended.
The school musical “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” was held during the week of May 12-15 and was very successful.

The student council held a “Meat and Greet” for students, which involved a BBQ and an opportunity to meet students who were running for a position on the student council.
Approximately forty students attended the arts trip to New York.

Five Brebeuf students will be going to Sudbury for the provincial cross country meet.

Our rugby team was the consolation winner.

At a recent coaches’ meeting, concern was raised again regarding the condition of our field. The school will be keeping a record of injuries in order to encourage the Board to do some repair work. Marie Houghton mentioned her concerns regarding the curb at the end zone which could be potentially dangerous.

Mr. Azzopardi distributed a handout to parents regarding the school’s Catholicity Caring Community and Culture Pillar and asked for parents to add their input on the form and to return it to him.

With respect to Brebeuf becoming an eco-school, Mr. Azzopardi advised that we still have a lot of work to do to raise awareness. Quite often, the recycling bins are contaminated with waste which results in the contents going into the regular garbage.

There is a MADD presentation for Grade 11 and 12 students tomorrow. This has been purposely timed to precede the Prom which is on Friday. CSAC was asked to support this initiative by contributing one-third of the cost of the presentation. The total cost is $600.
CSAC was asked to fund the Brother Lawrence Maher graduation award at a cost of $200.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that the school received $5,000 in commissions from Halpern’s sale of Brebeuf uniforms.

The Graduation Mass and Breakfast will be held at Brebeuf.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that the school requires approximately $1,600 to run the Salesian Leadership Retreat.
Mr. Azzopardi advised that the budget for athletics this year is $30,000 and he confirmed that he is committed to ensuring the financial reports are clear with respect to how funds are spent.

Bonaventure Karuta asked about healthy choices in the cafeteria. Mr. Azzopardi advised that each school is allowed 10 days during the school year to have special events (bbq, pancake lunch, pizza days, etc.) where the food choices do not have to reflect the Ministry’s guidelines.

Mr. Azzopardi advised that Brebeuf’s 50th anniversary is approaching in 2013 and he would like to ask everyone to give some thought to special ways in which Brebeuf can celebrate this important year. Several suggestions have been made, one of which is an electronic sign for the front of the school which would advertise events and activities at Brebeuf. The cost for such a sign is in the $15,000 to $20,000 range. He suggested having banners made for the atrium space which would promote the anniversary year. Another suggestion was to fundraise for bleachers for the field. The school is looking for support from alumni, the student council and parents.
Prom will be held on Friday, June 3rd.

The first Friday Mass in June is on the 10th.
The Athletic Banquet will be held on Monday, June 13th in the school atrium.

EQAO for Grade 9 students will be held on June 14th and 15th.

Exams begin on Tuesday, June 21st and run through the week to Friday, June 24th. Grade 12 students will begin their exams on Monday, June 20th.

The Grade 12 Graduation will be held on Thursday, June 30th at Le Parc in Markham.

Grade 10 Literacy Test results are available today on the Ministry of Education’s website. Students will receive their individual results in the fall.


	Parents to complete form and return to Mr. Azzopardi

	Chair’s Report
	Louise asked for a vote regarding the two funding requests of $200 for the MADD presentation and $200 for the Brother Maher Graduation Award. A vote was taken and both expenditures were unanimously approved.

Dennis Wintjes repeated his suggestion that CSAC prepare a budget for the year in order to keep track of how funds are spent. Dennis agreed to assist with the preparation of a budget for next year.

Louise advised that our By-laws allow CSAC to make expenditures up to $200 without approval.

Louise advised that the school year-end balance of the CSAC bank account should, when financially possible, be kept to a minimum of $1,500. 
Louise asked for two volunteers to manage the Audit Committee. Darlene Canton and Dennis Wintjes volunteered for these positions.
Louise asked for two volunteers to manage the Nomination Committee for the AGM in September. Vivienne Coelho volunteered for this position. Louise will contact Linda Snook to see if she will be the second volunteer.

Louise advised that the Parent Involvement Funds which had been allocated to funding two parents to attend the OAPCE Conference were not required. It was suggested to purchase 600 CSAC fridge magnets which could be sent out to Grade 9 and 10 students with the August mailout. The cost is approximately 39¢ each plus taxes and delivery. Darlene will order the 600 fridge magnets. Two hundred dollars of the PIF will be used to purchase Metro gift cards.
Louise advised that the Equity and Inclusive Education Policy was discussed at the May 19th TCDSB Board meeting. The vote by the Trustees was 7 to 4 to pass the Equity Policy. Trustees will consider amendments proposed by Trustees Kennedy and Del Grande at the June 16th meeting, after the Board’s lawyers have a chance to review them.  

	Treasurer to prepare two cheques.
Louise to email Linda Snook re Nomination Committee.
Darlene to order 600 fridge magnets.

Louise to purchase Metro gift cards.

	Action Items


	School Staff Who Volunteer - Mr. Azzopardi advised that he distributed staff thank you letters in October. Marie Houghton would like to get a staff list from Mr. Azzopardi in order to prepare thank you letters to staff from CSAC. The school has 69 teachers and a total of approximately 100 staff including EA’s and secretaries. Mr. Azzopardi will send a staff list to Marie.

Wish List - Mr. Azzopardi was reminded to prepare a wish list to submit to CSAC for September.


	Mr. Azzopardi to give Marie Houghton a staff list.


	Other Business
	Darlene Canton asked Mr. Azzopardi about the plans for admission fees which were collected for the Theatre Brebeuf production of “Joseph and the Amazing Technicolour Dreamcoat” as well as the Spring Concert. She suggested that fees collected for arts presentations should be used to continue to build up and fund the arts at Brebeuf. New musical instruments are needed, old instruments require repair work and materials and supplies are required for the art department.

Mr. Azzopardi spoke again about the 50th anniversary of Brebeuf in 2013 and the importance of reaching out to the Alumni and parents for suggestions. He would like to strike a committee which would solicit suggestions and assist with planning any events.

Mr. Azzopardi took parents on a tour of the recently renovated MEDD (Multiple Exceptionalities and Delayed Development) Suite and Resource Area. 


	

	Adjournment  
	Meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m.  The AGM will be held on September 27th, 2011. Minutes recorded by Darlene Canton.
	


	
	ACTION ITEM
	RESPONSIBLE
	STATUS

	1.
	Add April minutes to website
	Louise Whitfield 
	Completed

	2. 
	School Staff who volunteer – thank you letter from CSAC
	Marie Houghton/Mr. DaCosta
Mr. Azzopardi/Louise Whitfield
	Ongoing

	3.
	Report on school accounts (Uniform commissions)
	Mr. Azzopardi
	Completed

	4.
	Report on student council account
	Student Council
	Completed

	5.
	Prepare a “wish list” for CSAC spending
	Mr. Azzopardi
	September CSAC meeting

	6. 
	Complete form on how the Brebeuf community communicates care and concern for students and return to Mr. Azzopardi
	All CSAC members
	Pending

	7.
	Prepare cheque for $200 re MADD – prepare cheque for $200 re Brother Maher award
	Treasurer
	Completed

	8.
	Email Linda Snook re Nomination Committee position
	Louise Whitfield
	Completed

	9.
	Order 600 fridge magnets
	Darlene Canton
	Completed

	10.
	Purchase Metro Gift Cards
	Louise Whitfield
	Completed

	11.
	Staff list to Marie Houghton
	Mr. Azzopardi
	Completed

	12.
	Tour of MEDD area 
	Mr. Azzopardi
	Completed








