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Brebeuf College School – CSAC
Minutes of the Meeting – Tuesday, September 28, 2010
Attendance:











Louise Whitfield, Anthony Azzopardi, Brother Henry Spencer, David DiMauro, Greg Parnham,  Darlene Canton, Raymond Taylor, Vivienne Coelho, Bonaventure Karuta, Linda Snook, Luann Cyril-Pilon, Gina Morrison, Cecilia Aponte-de-Hanna, Marie Houghton, Isma Cumberbatch, Leo Fusciardi, Gabriela David, Sonia Bell, Filomena Lofranco, Patricia Bosnyak, Dennis Wintjes, Jonathan Page, Stephanie Page, Nancy Iskander, Nadir Grgis.
Students: 

Shaun Rana, Wesley Tenneson.
Regrets:
Maria Pasternak.
Meeting convened at 7:08 p.m.
	AGENDA ITEM
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION 

	Opening Prayer
	By Brother Henry Spencer.
	

	Welcome and Introductions
	Louise Whitfield introduced herself as the Chair and introduced and thanked the outgoing CSAC executive members. Louise then started a round table introduction of everyone present.  


	

	Regrets/Quorum 
	Louise advised that she had received regrets from Maria Pasternak for tonight’s meeting. Quorum was established. 

	

	Approval of Agenda 
	Louise asked if anyone would like to add anything to the Agenda. There were no additions and the Agenda was approved by Luann Cyril-Pilon and seconded by Ray Taylor.
	

	Annual Report for 2009-2010
	The CSAC Annual Report was presented by Louise Whitfield. The activities and accomplishments of CSAC over the past school year were highlighted. 

	

	Treasurer’s Report
	The Summary of Source and Use of Funds Report for the period October 1, 2009 to September 28, 2010 was reviewed by Ray Taylor. He advised that the Report had been approved and signed off by the Audit Committee. The Treasurer’s Report was approved by Gina Morrison and seconded by Marie Houghton.

	

	Review of CSAC Non-Parent Members for 2010-2011
	Louise advised that the non-parent members of the CSAC for the 2010-2011 school year are:

Anthony Azzopardi – Principal

Michael Da Costa and David DiMauro – Teacher Representatives
Greg Parnham – Non-Teaching Representative

Brother Henry Spencer – Pastoral Representative

Shaun Rana – Student Representative


	

	Nomination Committee Report for 2010-2011 CSAC

	The Nomination Committee advised that five nominations had been received on or before September 10, 2010, which was the closing date for nominations. Those nominations were from Sonia Bell, Darlene Canton, Gabriela David, Marie Houghton and Louise Whitfield and these people were acclaimed. Two nomination forms from Vivienne Coelho and Linda Snook were received after September 10, 2010. Three additional nominations were made at tonight’s meeting from Luann Cyril-Pilon, Patricia Bosnyak and Dennis Wintjes. The 2010-2011 CSAC executive members are:

CHAIR:  Louise Whitfield was acclaimed.

VICE CHAIR:  Dennis Wintjes was acclaimed.

TREASURER:   Vivienne Coelho was acclaimed.

SECRETARY:  Darlene Canton was acclaimed.

MEMBERS AT LARGE: Linda Snook, Marie Houghton, Luann Cyril-Pilon, Sonia Bell, Gabriela David, Patricia Bosnyak.

	

	Approval of 

May 25, 2010 Minutes
	The Minutes for May 25, 2010 were reviewed. The Minutes were approved by Marie Houghton and seconded by Cecilia Aponte-de-Hanna.
	

	Principal’s Report
	Mr. Azzopardi welcomed everyone present and advised that the guidance department improved the process for course changes at the start of the school year. It worked well and the school is off to a great start. 

Mr. Azzopardi advised that the enrolment for this school year is down by one Grade 9 class, leaving the enrolment numbers at approximately 1070. 
This year, the administration made a change from 3 lunch periods to 2 lunch periods. The change means there is a 40 minute lunch period, then class time, then a second 40 minute lunch period. More tables have been added to the seating area to accommodate the increase in students eating at each lunch. The time between lunches allows the custodians to clean the cafeteria and leaves time for the cafeteria staff to set out hot food for students who buy lunch during the second lunch period. It also helps the administration to address skipping during the lunch periods. More time is also available for cafeteria staff to prepare food. One disadvantage of eliminating a lunch period is the longer line ups which can sometimes take twenty minutes for a student to purchase his lunch. Arrangements are being made for a second station line to be set up in the cafeteria and more tables have been added to the seating area. Mr. Azzopardi is investigating the possibility of getting a convection oven for the cafeteria which could speed up the food preparation time and allow the cafeteria staff more time to prepare food. The cost for a convection oven is approximately $10,000.
Mr. Azzopardi reported on the following items:

- on September 2, the staff had a PD Day with the focus on the Ministry’s school effectiveness framework and student engagement.

Areas of Growth over the Last School Year:
- introduction of the Kairos retreat which is done in the Jesuit tradition.

- Brebeuf is exploring the expansion of blended e-learning in the classroom for its Grade 9 students. 
- the addition of speed bumps in the driveway and placement of new stop signs.
- a traffic protocol for the school was developed with assistance from the CSAC.

- the school is working on improved communication with better use of our school website and the phone system.  
- last year’s EQAO scores for Grade 9 applied math show a significant improvement. 

- there is improved mentoring for at risk students.

- improved monitoring of uniform infractions and student attendance.

- co-op student numbers have grown significantly this year.

- the timetabling process is much better.

- the MEDD (multiple exceptionalities/developmentally delayed) and resource area is currently being renovated.
- a new athletic policy has been introduced

- there were three grade assemblies last month.

- the Youth Ministry numbers have grown

- the school now has wireless internet in the library and theatre

Mr. Azzopardi reviewed the student agenda and made some changes and updates to the parent calendar. As the mailing costs are approximately $2000, the decision to no longer deliver a copy of the agenda to the parents was made last 
year. Each family received a photocopy of the school calendar with the August mailout and the calendar will be posted on the school website.

Calendar Report:

September 14 - TTC photo day and school photo day

September 15 & 16 - grade assemblies

September 17 - opening school Mass

September 22-24 - Muskoka Woods Grade 9 orientation trip

September 26 - Communion breakfast
September 29 - late start (2 per semester) in order to accommodate early staff meetings to discuss key initiatives

September 30 – Match One - Bone Marrow/Stem Cell Program for 17 and 18 year olds

October 3 – special celebration of Presentation Brothers 100 years in Canada
October 6 – early warning letters will be sent out
October 8 – Thanksgiving Mass

October 13 – late start

October 13 – Academic Awards Night

October 19 – Grade 9 Curriculum Night

October 19 – Grade 10 Info Night

October 21 – Presentation from Guidance for Grade 12 parents
Mr. Azzopardi is exploring funding sources to acquire more technology. The school disposed of 40-50 outdated computers over the summer. IBM is working with the Board to upgrade the background system software and Brebeuf is the pilot school.
Mr. Azzopardi advised that Brebeuf is currently working on setting up a technology supported classroom in the library which will have a SMART Board, 30 netbooks and a document camera. This will be used to assist with the implementation of the Grade 9 blended e-learning program. 
Mr. Azzopardi advised that the Board is working on a portal project to modify the user interface and coordinate all our websites so that students, teachers and parents will have easy access. This will be available in January. 
Mr. Azzopardi advised that the school budget was $180,000 last year but he only received $154,000 for this school year. He will phone the Board for clarification of this amount. The school also receives 70% of the cafeteria commissions. Athletic fees and some of the activity fees (collected during registration) are put towards the athletic program.
Mr. Azzopardi asked for suggestions for a school raffle again this year. The raffle held last year raised approximately $3000. There was a suggestion for a 50/50 draw. There was another suggestion for a school calendar which would highlight Brebeuf activities past and present in order to promote sales to the current students and staff as well as to the alumni. The suggested price was $15 which could also include a lottery ticket. If the calendars could be ready by December, they could be marketed as Christmas presents. 

Shaun Rana mentioned that the student council is selling Brebeuf merchandise to the alumni through an online shopping website.


	Mr. Azzopardi will report on the school budget in more detail at the October meeting.

	Student Council Report


	Louise introduced Shaun Rana who is the Student Council President for this school year. The new student council would like to start up a house system using the Brebeuf companions, martyrs and colours (Isaac Jogues, Antoine Daniel,  Charles Garnier, Noel Chabanel and Jean de Lalande). This idea was started at Muskoka Woods this year with the Grade 9’s. It will take approximately 5 years to implement all grades.
Shaun spoke about the benefits of the retreats to the students, especially the Kairos and Salesian. The students learn through the retreats, and have the opportunity to return as leaders. He has seen the effect they have on the lives of students for the better by putting faith into action. He thanked the CSAC for helping to fund the retreats. The Youth Ministry builds off the Grade 9 Muskoka Woods retreat by applying what they learn to the school community.

Shaun reported on upcoming Student Council and Youth Ministry activities and ideas:

- Eucharistic adoration

- they would like to start a new music ministry which will focus on singing at Mass and school events

- they would like to see the school field maintained and improved

- they will be organizing two school dances as well as a semi-formal and prom

- they would like to start up “Project Paradise” where the religion teacher takes students outside the school walls into the environment to learn

- Brebeuf prefects are role models for students

- a Grade 9 Big Brother Program will be started up this year by Mr. DaCosta

- the Les Donnes program continues

- casual day is on Thursday, September 30th – they have some suggestions for casual day initiatives and collections (would like to make a contribution of $600 to the Presentation Brothers for the school in Ghana and also use one casual day collection to make a payment to the March for Life initiative)

	

	Dates for Upcoming CSAC Meetings
	Louise advised that everyone should have received a fridge magnet in the August mailout with the CSAC meeting dates on it. The dates for CSAC meetings for the balance of this school year are:

October 26, 2010

November 30, 2010

January 18, 2011
February 22, 2011
April 26, 2011
May 31, 2011
All CSAC meetings begin at 7:00 p.m. and are held in the library. The dates are also posted on the school website.


	

	Questions, Comments,

General Discussion,

Other Business
	Louise advised that there have been some complaints by students about the long lines in the cafeteria which will most likely result in reduced profits from the cafeteria, as students may choose to bring their own lunch instead of buying one. 
Jonathan Page (CPIC Chair) advised that there are all candidates meetings coming up in October at various schools where parents can meet and ask questions of the Trustee candidates. He encouraged parents to attend a meeting for their Ward in order to become an informed voter. Look for the dates and locations on the Board’s website www.tcdsb.org 
Louise advised that she received information from the Angel Foundation about their upcoming events which serve vulnerable students in TCDSB schools:
- Entertainment books $35
- Feed the Soul Dinner Gala (November 5th)

- Marlies School Game (March 1st)

- 5K Fun Walk (May 1st)

Darlene Canton reported that Rory McGuckin from the TCDSB had spoken at yesterday’s TAPCE meeting on the subject of Safe Schools and Parent Engagement. He will be invited back to TAPCE in the future to speak further on Safe Schools, and Darlene will advise of the date for anyone who would like to attend. There is a CPIC Leadership Summit and Parent Conference coming up on November 6th at the CEC which will feature a number of interesting workshops and will give CSAC members the opportunity to voice concerns and network with other parents. The Ward 7 all candidates meeting (Brebeuf) will be held on Wednesday, October 13th at 7 p.m. at Holy Spirit Catholic School, 3530 Sheppard Avenue East.

Darlene also advised that she is a member of the Brebeuf Safe School Team and will be meeting with Mr. DiMauro and other team members to formalize Brebeuf’s safe school action plan in the next week.

A parent inquired about the difference between the various retreats. Mr. DiMauro advised that the Kairos retreat is a spiritual retreat for Brebeuf students which creates bonds of brotherhood and focuses on faith and leadership. The Salesian retreat is a mixture of boys and girls, and also focuses on leadership.

Darlene Canton advised that the CSAC will be monitoring the consultations regarding the Brebeuf school designation decision.

Louise advised that the speaker for the October CSAC meeting is Patrick Keyes and he will be talking about how the TCDSB will be implementing the Ministry’s new Equity and Inclusive Education Strategy. 

Mr. Azzopardi advised that most school clubs are up and running and there was a club fair held during a lunch period in the second week of school.

Ray Taylor suggested that the Chair set a time limit for topic discussions on the agenda. It was decided that guest speakers will be given about 20 minutes to speak. The suggestion for Mr. Keyes’ presentation was to complete CSAC business beforehand, and ask Mr. Keyes to arrive at 7:30 p.m. 


	

	Adjournment  
	Meeting adjourned at 9:06 p.m.  Next meeting is on October 26, 2010. Minutes recorded by Darlene Canton.
	


	
	ACTION ITEM
	RESPONSIBLE
	STATUS

	1.
	Add May minutes to website
	Louise Whitfield 
	Completed

	2.
	Report in detail on school budget
	Mr. Azzopardi
	October meeting

	3. 
	School Staff who volunteer – thank you from CSAC
	Marie Houghton
	Ongoing








